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and the victories and the glory he had won for them,
though at such terrible cost. He raised another army,
consisting mostly of old men and boys. But the other
peoples of Europe had grown weary of his rule. The
British landed an army in Spain with the help of their
navy, and assisted the Spaniards to. rebel. The Russians and
the Prussians and the Austrians combined against him. He
was defeated in Germany at the great Battle of the Nations,
and was driven back to France. The Allies then offered
him terms; he was to remain Emperor of France, but his
boundaries were to be the Rhine, the Alps and the Pyrenees,
with the additional lands of Belgium and Savoy. He
wanted more, and then the Allies lost patience and invaded
France. Paris was taken, and Napoleon was forced to give
tip his throne. He was sent as an exile to live on the island
of Elba, off the coast of Italy; and a brother of the French
king who had been killed in the Revolution was made King
of France.

But the French did not like the return of a king of the
old kind, and when, in less than a year, Napoleon escaped
from Elba and promised to rule them constitutionally, they
believed him, and welcomed him. But the Allied nations
of the rest of Europe knew that he could never be trusted
to rule peacefully, for conquest was in his blood. They
combined to oppose him again, and in June 1815 was
fought the decisive battle of Waterloo. Napoleon was com-
pletely defeated, and had to surrender. He was exiled to
the island of St Helena off the western coast of Africa, where
he died in 1821. For some years the French were ruled
again by their old kings, though much less despotically than
before. Later, another republic was set up, this time without
much bloodshed or opposition, and since then France has
remained a republic.

It is as a great military commander that Napoleon is
usually remembered, but we must understand that he was
really something more. If he had been only a conqueror,
he would not have been able to rule France successfully
for about fifteen years. He was an extraordinarily capable